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SOVIET ATTITUDE TOWARD GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS 


- „ ,? he recent Pravda article and unofficial Soviet proposals 
for the unification of Germany have again raised speculation 
over whether Moscow intends to resume negotiations on Germany 
Claims °f willingness to settle outstanding issues 7 ' 
appear to represent the latest attempt to fan West German 
aspirations for unification and a peace treaty and to encourage 

*-r an h n PeS f ° r a relaxation of tension. There is no real 8 
evidence, however, that the USSR is ready to enter into serious 
negotiations for a German settlement. serious 


. J bluntly states that the President’s speech does 
not offer a basis for the solution of the German question 
Furthermore, a study of the past diplomatic positions on Germanv 
reveals that the area of Soviet maneuverability is very small 


In the long battle of diplomatic notes of a year ago ard 

TTsSp ln th ^ + or< r* gn Ministers Conferences that preceded them, the 
USSR consistently showed that it was unwilling to make any con- 
cessions that would involve the loss of its vital economic and 
strategic interests irs East Germany. Throughout the 
xchange on German unification Moscow demonstrated that its 
:Li ange ° b J eCtiVe . remains that of a united Germany under 
in th^ rr 01 ’ HaV1 " g failed, however, to attain this objective 
in the four-power conferences following World War II, and ob~ 
serving that the West was. beginning to build up West Germany 
tion K in m Fa n + h ? S recentl y concentrated on consolidating its posi- 

ss ™Tr cklne west German r — * 


_ _ Th V s Mo f^ ow initiated last year's exchange of notes primarilv 

Uc "Ih^DC and^^o Germ tH S th f t ali ^ e "t of the Federaf ^pub- 7 
lie with EDC and NATO would seal the division of Germany. These 

notes were designed to affect West German public opinion by 

mand that^^a!? 11 ^? them6 without ever meet iug the Western de- 
all" 0, erman government first be freely elected to 
participate in the treaty negotiations. 
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vincJ h ofl£s?er^niSJr W ™IZ adamant *s Moscow became con- 
and as the Zit leZZ rZZ °” matter o1 lree elections 
of EDO. In the fourth 9 nl e w nt progressed toward ratification 

reiterated ita proposals dfseueeV’ 23 4ugUst 1952 - Mos00 " 
the formation of ,E1n!r.l„ ™ ! a peace trea ^ flrst . then 
elections Bv this time a t i g vernment, and finally free 

over the matter Sf fJee elections S i ad Dot ODl y bee " reached 

retrogressed from its origin^ poii?^n ?har»^ ad ^ D r effe0t 
ernment should participate in treaty negoKaWons “ B ° V ~ 

humbefSrin^recnLtf ?? gtme there hava a 

German nentJallsferouD i„d ? tk V Chuikov letter to a West 
Parliament, that *4coS is again'wimnT?” Br±tiSh 

Willing ?o V reach a^ttlemenfon JH" Krs ” li '’ ,s leaders are 
point of East-West oMfl??? J S Germa "y — the outstanding 
to send a new note „7 ' » ’ Europe “ Mosoo »' "> a y »e preparing 

would not be likelv to meet w^t peace treaty. Any such note 

rather it would be designed t^disoredit^the^’este 4 s6t tlement, 

s sr^vsss: t g; m s-igs 

“ a e ™\? ’-*s5=~ S£gK2.-S- 

the trpltv f troops aDd all-German participation in 

tempt to force the w^t tn + ? proposals the USSR would at- 
counter the Western ^ f ne S° tia Je on Soviet terms and to 
treaty negl t ra?^s„ allenge tQ the SoViet Unl °” Austrian 

it wishes S to 0 ?Jiax e tension n in r EuJo t0 °S eate the “Passion that 

Wes terrain transigenc° Df iri DC th dn ^ 

is see^Hego^^ L^pe^ ^io^V"*^ 0 :,^ M 

?i^e’in th KS^n’d that M ° SOOW Wi “ “ ™ ^omotTngYceaie 

^nsive-^JeSu^? 6 ml, ’ 0r 0 ° B0eSSi0ns to achieve its ?peacT 

en ter *in to^ser ious negotiations^ 4 i kellh ° od that Moscow will 
adheres to the P rI.S5g 1 ;J 1 |S.;"hSdg; ,r t g. 1 SSoSog e 

a— id f *xfa£Sr ls - ; - 
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